THE  DECAY  OF  VILLEINAGE

manor with his own servants' oxen, kme, sheep, poultry, and
the like, under the oversight of the Reeves of the manors. . . .
This lord began to joyst and tack in other men's cattle into his
pasture grounds by the week, month, and quarter: and to sell
his meadow grounds by the acre. And after in the time of
Henry IV let out by the year still more and more by the acre
as he found chapmen and price to his liking.' Here we see the
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process of a lino of intelligent landowners adapting themselves
to the economic conditions of their times.

1.  Possessed of large demesnes, they were able to keep a
number of servants, cotters, and men who, villeins by birth,
yet had no land (younger sons and such).   Thus supplied with
labour, they commuted their villeins' services and made them
freeholders at a rent,

2.  In the fourteenth century these ronts ceasod to represent
the value of the land, so the lord bought it back and loused it
at a higher rent for a torm of years.
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